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. CHAP. 1V) RACE AND HISTORY 29

own; the temples of Madras, Madura, and Trichinopoly are
among the most impressive structures on earth. Even more startling
is the towering shrine of the Khmers at Angkor Wat. History is
color-blind, and can develop a civilization (in any favorable environ-
ment) under almost any skin.

Difficulties remain even if the race theory is confined to the white
man. The Semites would recall the civilizations of Babylonia, As-
syria, Syria, Palestine, Phoenicia, Carthage, and Islam. The Jews
gave the Bible and Christianity to Europe, and much of the Koran to
- Mohammed. The Mohammedans could list the rulers, artists, poets,
~ scientists, and philosophers who conquered and adorned a substantial
| portion of the white man’s world from Baghdad to Cordova while
| Western Europe groped through the Dark Ages (c. 565-¢. 1095).

The ancient cultures of Egypt, Greece, and Rome were evidently
the product of geographical opportunity and economic and political
development rather than of racial constitution, and much of their
civilization had an Oriental source.™ Greece took its arts and letters
from Asia Minor, Crete, Phoenicia, and Egypt. In the second millen-
nium B.c. Greek culture was “Mycenacan,” partly derived from
Crete, which had probably learned from Asia Minor. When the
“Nordic” Dorians came down through the Balkans, toward 1100
8.c., they destroyed much of this proto-Greek culture; and only
after an interval of several centuries did the historic Greek
civilization emerge in the Sparta of “Lycurgus,” the Miletus of
Thales, the Ephesus of Heracleitus, the Lesbos of Sappho, the Ath-
ens of Solon, From the sixth century B.c. onward the Greeks spread

Calabria, Syracuse, Naples, Nice, Monaco, Marseilles,
. From the Greek cities of south Italy, and from the probably
culture of Etruria, came the civilization of ancient Rome;
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gion and philosophy except through the philosophers’ eI
that they have found no substitute for the moral function of the
Church, and the ecclesiastical recognition of religious and intellec-
tual freedom.

Does history support a belief in God? If by God we mean not the
creative vitality of nature but a supreme being intelligent and benev-
olent, the answer must be a reluctant negative. Like other depart-
ments of biology, history remains at bottom a natural selection of the
fittest individuals and groups in a struggle wherein goodness receives
no favors, misfortunes abound, and the final test is the ability to sur-
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